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Academy Prep
Will Recognize
St. Pete Rotary
And Vyrle Davis

“Black population in the U.S. has a buying power of nearly $1 trillion”

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

Vyrle Davis

BY EMMA CAVIN
STAFF WRITER
ST. PETERSBURG –
Academy Prep Education
Center of St. Petersburg will
recognize both the St.
Petersburg Rotary Club and
longtime Rotary member,
Vyrle Davis, Wednesday, Oct.
12, during the school’s Night
of Stars and Scholars. The
ceremony begins at 6:30 p.m.,
in the Vyrle Davis Commons
Room which will be rededicated in honor of the St.
Petersburg Rotary Club and.
Davis. The large multipurpose
room in the Administration
Building was first named the
Vyrle Davis Commons Room
in 2003, following the renovation and refurbishment of the
room with donations from the
Rotary Club. Leanne Bayne,
Academy Prep’s Head of
School said, “We want the
opportunity to show Mr. Davis
and Rotary Club members how
much we have appreciated
their contributions. The room
is indeed well-used. The renovations made in 2003 have
added much value to the
room.”

Since 2003, many new
students have entered and
graduated from Academy Prep.
However, ma n y cu rren t
teachers and families are not
familiar with the contributions
of the Rotarians to the students
at Academy Prep. One of the
lessons taught to all Academy
Prep students is the importance
of committing to others and
giving back to the community.
Therefore, it is important for
the students to meet and honor
Rotarians and individuals like
Davis, who have provided
numerous opp o rt u n i t i es ,
materials, and funds to support
education and various cultural
endeavors. The Vyrle Davis
multipurpose room is used
throughout the day, from
morning until evening, for convocation, classes, lunch, and
enrichment activities.
Davis has an extensive
history of work with students,
throughout his career and into
retirement. His employment
with the Pinellas County
School Board and his associa-
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WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - By the
year 2015, African-Americans
will be spending $1.1 trillion a
year on products and services.
Currently, the black population in the U.S. has a buying
power of nearly $1 trillion – a
figure larger than the gross
d o m es t i c p ro d u ct o f m o s t
countries in the world.
The number of AfricanAmerican households earning
$75,000 or more has grown by
63.9 percent in the last decade, a
rate greater than that of the
overall population.
African-Americans
shop
more often than all other
groups, but spend less money
per trip because they make
q u i ck er/ s m al l er p u rch as es
based on short-term needs.
These are just a few of the
facts pulled from a new report
compiled by the 71-year-old
National Newspaper Publishers
Association, known as the
Black Press of America, and
The Nielsen Company, a global
monitor of media, marketing
and consumer information.
NNPA leaders say the
report, released Sept. 22, will
generally empower AfricanAmericans with the knowledge
of their worth. But it will also
empower black newspapers
with a new weapon – credible
information about the power of
black consumers – to defeat
advertising discrimination.
“Every time we go and talk
t o ad v ert i s ers , i n cl u d i n g

Fortune 500 Companies, there’s
always the possibility that they
will ask us, ‘Where did you get
your information? How do you
claim these numbers?’” says
NN PA C h a i r m a n C l o v e s
Campbell, publisher of the
Arizona Informant. “Now we
have a partner – a legitimate
partner in Nielsen – that can say,
‘Hey, these numbers came from
us.’ This is a legitimate firm that
does business across the world
and now we have a partner that
can legitimize all the things we
talk about when we talk about
African-American consumers.”
The 19-page report, “The
State of the African-American
Consumer,” was released during
a conference at the National
Press Club.
NNPA, a federation of more
than 200 black-owned newspapers around the country, has
long battled bias against the
black press – in part - because of
the undocumented spending
power of black newspaper
readers.
Now that the documentation
is complete, Cheryl PearsonMcNeil, senior vice president of
Public Affairs at The Nielsen
Company, says it can be used
for black newspapers as well as
other black institutions.
“This report really is a
valuable piece of communication that I am so hopeful that
your companies, your organizations, your businesses will be
able to utilize to help tell the
African-American consumer
story,” Pearson-McNeil told the
standing room only audience at

NNPA Chairman Cloves Campbell says
new report will empower African-Americans.

the press conference.
Among those present were
NNPA publishers, corporate and
advertising executives as well
as representatives of the civil
rights and legal communities.
“This is going to have a
tremendous rippling affect. The
bottom line is that at the end of
the day, we want to hold people
accountable,” said Danny
B a k e w e l l , f o r m e r N N PA
chairman who initiated the
Nielsen-NNPA partnership that
led to the study. “We spend our
money. We expect you to be a
good corporate citizen and
return a fair share to our
community at all levels. If we
represent 25 percent of your
market share, it’s not unreasonable for us to ask for 25 percent
return to our community.”
Campbell says he sees the
report working in three ways for
the average black citizen:
“One, making them more

aware of what their buying and
p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r i s . Tw o ,
giving them an opportunity to
understand all the products that
they use and all the services that
they spend money on. And
three, giving them the opportunity to empower themselves, to
be more assertive when they go
to spend their dollars, and make
sure that people understand and
respect the fact that we come to
your stores, we spend our
dollars, we make sure that your
businesses are in business. So,
it’s the overall effect that people
need to see.”
Bakewell
agreed
with
Pearson-McNeil that the report
will be used by various organizations for diverse purposes.
For example, he said it will also
be given as a tool to members of
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Obama Pushes College Graduation:
‘Just Getting Into College Isn’t Enough’
BY ALYSSA MCLENDON
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - “Just
getting into college isn’t enough,”
Ob am a s ai d at B en j am i n
Banneker Academic High School
in Washington, D.C. “You need to
graduate.”
Obama said that the United
States is ranked 16th in the world
with the number of young people
with college degrees. He urged
s t u d en t s t o co n t i n u e t h ei r
education after they graduate high
school.
“The fact of the matter is that
60 percent of jobs in the next
decade will require more than a
high school diploma,” he told the
students. “That’s the world you’re

walking into.”
Education Secretary Arne
Duncan joined the president on
stage, and Washington Mayor
Vincent Gray sat in the audience.
Banneker’s principal, Anita
Berger, enjoyed Obama’s speech
and agrees that getting into
college isn’t enough. Her high
school has a 100 percent college
acceptance rate.
“It’s not only about being
accepted to college, but being
able to finish college,” Berger
said. “And we need to make sure
that happens.”
Most college dropouts leave
school because of financial
burdens, according to a 2009
report by the Public Agenda.
Having to work and make money

while in school is the top reason
young adults leave college, the
non-profit research organization
found. The second largest reason
given is that they couldn’t afford
tuition and fees.
Obama mentioned his efforts
at making college affordable only
one time during his speech.
Instead of talking about a
student’s financial obligations,
Obama discussed the student’s
academic responsibilities.
His speech focused on
encouraging students to work
hard, ask questions, take risks and
persevere. Obama also told
students that they should strive to
be the best and that they should
not be embarrassed if they aren’t
good at something right away.

President Barack Obama
delivered his third
annual back-to-school
speech to high school
students, but college
students might also
want to take notes
from his message.

COLLEGE
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BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA
COLUMNIST
In the wake of
President Obama’s address to the
Congressional Black Caucus, there
are those who are making much ado
about nothing, including the accusation that, by dropping his “g’s” the
President was talking down to African
Americans. Can this President kindly
get a break! He is accused of distancing himself from the African
American community, so he shows up
at the Congressional Black Caucus
Annual Legislative Conference
Saturday dinner. He stays around to
shake hands. The cynical would, predictably, say he is campaigning.
Others appreciate the gesture for what
it is, attempted outreach.
Yes, he tells folks to stop whining
and to put on their marching shoes.
Whining may have been a poor
choice of words. Still, his focus when
he was at the CBC was simple, “pass
the jobs bill.” He has challenged
Republicans to respond to the greatest

OPINION

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

Much Ado About Nuttin’

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

need in our nation right now, the need
to create jobs, and he was absolutely
firm in his focus. What is there to fuss
about?
Still, the President’s speech has
been fodder for critics, both on the left
and on the right. Those accused of
“whining” are annoyed by the
perceived condescension on the part
of the President. Those who think he
should never acknowledge an African
American constituency is also
peeved. And so the legions of
lowlifes, also known as conservative
talk show hosts, are having fun with
the President’s speech. Few have
dealt with the substance.
There is a jobs bill in play and it
will cost us nearly $450 billion. It will
put teachers, construction workers,
and others back to work. It’s a viable
plan that doesn’t offer everything, but
it is a step in the right direction. Can
we focus on the substance, not the
rhetoric? President Obama must be
frustrated, because I surely am. With
Black unemployment inching toward
a third, how can we continue to afford
the political stalemate that strangles
progress? Why is anybody involved

in a picayune debt that parses every
word, and every inflection, without
dealing with the substance of those
words?
President Obama has been stuck
someplace between a rock and a hard
place since his election. He inherited
a broken economy and had few tools
with which to fix it. He also has a
conciliatory demeanor, which makes
him a poor negotiator when his effort
is to find consensus with those who
have openly promised to oppose him.
Had he been firmer in his first two
years, he might have had a different
legislative demographic to deal with
in these last two years of his first term.
Now, he faces a hostile House of
Representatives, some who say their
goal is to deny him a second term,
even to the peril of our nation.
Our President’s difficulties do not
earn him carte blanche from those
who answer to their constituencies –
jobless, foreclosed on, insecure.
There must always be room for principled criticism. On the other hand,
our President’s challenges should not
earn him this micro-inspection of his
every word, his every nuance. I think

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to

that when President Barack Obama
was at the CBC he was “home” and
he expressed himself as if he were
home – candid, fiery, frustrated, and
focused.
I applaud the President for his
words, and for his presence at the
CBC. At the same time, I stand with
those like Maxine Waters (D-CA)
who want more, faster, and targeted.
Seasoned politicians understand the
space in which our President
operates, and seasoned politicians
understand that while the Tea Party is
pushing hard to the right, there are
those who must push to the left.
And still, there is a bottom line.
Support this President for all of what
he stands for. Offer principled
criticism for ways he can do better.
The criticism shouldn’t be about
dropping his “g”s” or scolding Black
folk. The criticism ought to be about
ideas, proposals, effort and outcomes.
Th e f l a p a b o u t P r e s i d e n t
Obama’s speech is much ado
about nuttin’ (g’s deliberately
dropped). What will we do to help
the jobs bill pass? Right now
that’s the bottom line!

A Time For Black Business Cohesion
BEYOND THE
RHETORIC
BY HARRY C.
ALFORD
NNPA
COLUMNIST
My wife, Kay, and I started a local
Black chamber of commerce back in
Indianapolis in 1991. People said we
were crazy and would end up with
immediate failure. They just didn’t
understand that the time had come for
t h e b us ines s inte ra ctions of
Indianapolis to transform into
complete integration. There were
battles but in the end Indy has become
a very progressive city. We are proud
of what we accomplished.
Soon after, as my late mentor Dr.
Arthur Fletcher would always say of
us, “The slope isn’t slippery enough
anymore for you two.” He would be
amazed as to how much we would take
on and when completed we would
look for more to do. We started the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce, Inc., in Washington, D.C.,
on May, 1993. Next year we will be
having our 20th Annual Convention,
July 19 – 21, 2012 in Atlanta, GA. We
started with 12 local chapters and have
exceeded 160 today with more under
construction. Our journeys have taken
us to Europe, Caribbean, South
America and, of course, the continent

of Africa. We have generated billions
of new dollars for our communities.
It is the increased interaction with
business associations and direct
contact with foreign Black entrepreneurs that is now leading us to a new
“slippery slope”. Pan Africanism is not
a new theory. It was first popularized
by champions such as Marcus Garvey,
Prince Hall, Martin Delany, Edward
Wilmot Blyden and Henry Highland
Garnet. Uniting Black business as one
big organization was first implemented
by the great Booker T. Washington
(National Negro Business League).
Washington and Garvey started collaborating together and the established
power bases of America and various
European nations provided serious
pushback. They even formed rival
organizations that mellowed the focus
of most Black Americans.
Well, Brothers Washington,
Garvey and the others; we still hear
you! Last week, as I was meeting with
a group of visiting French entrepreneurs the idea hit me. They were complaining that they have had many
meetings with Black businesses in
Brazil, the Caribbean and many of the
23 Francophone nations in Africa but it
appears that they are just going in
circles. Then the leader of the group
made a sincere request, “Harry, will
you bring cohesion to us. Can you
form an international organization for

businesses of the African Diaspora.?” I
paused for about a half a minute and
said “Yes!”. They responded with
“When?” I retorted with “Now.” I left
the meeting with full blown commitment and informed Kay when she
picked me up that we have a new big
assignment. She welcomed it (as she
always does).
We came up with the name
PanAfrican Entrepreneurs Conference,
Inc. We have secured the Federal Tax
ID number, the proper website URL
and have reserved the name with the
D.C. government. Our formal incorporation and application for 501©3
status will be completed during
October. The website will go up first
week in November and we will begin
collecting a massive database of Pan
African entrepreneurs within the
Diaspora. We and the organizing principals will have a worldwide teleconference in early December. Oh yes, it is
going down.
Seed money for organizing will
come from a chamber subsidiary,
NBCC – Free Trade Initiative. We will
have one giant conference per year
beginning in the fall of 2013 with the
intention of setting an agenda for the
next twelve months (accountability of
the agenda will be reported at the next
conference and so on). The first venue
will be in Miami, Houston or Atlanta.
We will move it to another nation each
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year.
We will begin taking memberships this December. There will be
only one type of membership –
business owner. Each member will
have one vote at the conference as we
vote on which issues to focus on the
next year. There will be no political or
social initiatives whatsoever. It will be
straight out business. If we do it right,
each member will have an international network for market expansion, joint
venturing, capital infusion and
effective marketing. Best practices
will be shared for the benefit of up and
coming business owners and to take
successful businesses to the next level.
If we do it right, and we always
do, this will have a big, positive effect
on the quality of life and economic well
being for all descendents of the African
Diaspora. Seventy percent of all new
jobs come from small business
ventures and we are about to multiply
exponentially the number of successful
businesses within the Diaspora. The
more businesses, the more jobs and
greater economic vitality for our
people in a global fashion. In other
words, the NBCC will grow, our
chapters will grow and our people will
benefit from our efforts.
It has been a long time coming but
the time is now. Look out world, Black
business is about to take off to another
level!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
3 Big Reasons To Make Sure
You Vote In City Elections Nov. 8
Community Spotlight
In All 4 City Council Races

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Samuel Reed, Jr. “Sam”
Driver, Baker, Husband, Father, Grandfather

ST. PETERSBURG Apart from the dust-up over
two of the Candidates’views
on homosexually, there’s not
much of a buzz about the
upcoming St. Petersburg City
Council elections. But there
should be. It happens to be a
pivotal race.
And f or the Afric anAmerican community, the race
in District 1 (which blankets
t h e Pas adena and Tyrone
areas) is just as important as
the outcome in District 7
(covering part of Midtown and
much of Childs Park).
Here’s a snapshot of three
BIG reasons to be sure and
vote Nov. 8 (or sooner, by
mail):
#1 Half of the City Council
seats are on the ballot this year
– Districts 1, 3, 5 and 7. The
voters who turn out to decide
the election are the voters who
will be listened to by Council
Members once they’re in
office.
#2 This administration has
not delivered for the African
American community – by and
large – and the candidates need
to hear that loud and clear.
S i n c e M ayor Foste r wa s
elected and Go Davis fired,
progress on “Midtown issues”
has slowed to a snails pace.
According to some City Hall
watchers, there’s not much
tangible progress happening
anywhere in the City. Low
voter turnout will only perpetuate inaction on the part of
City leaders, while better-thanaverage turnout sends the
message: not only are we
paying attention to this 2011
election, but we’re prepping
for 2013 – when the Mayor
and the four other Council
seats are on the ballot.
#3 Now’s our chance to
expand our voting block on
City Council after the election.
We often forget that what
matters more than election day
is how the Council members
vote year round! The three
Council members representing

District 1 Candidate Charlie Gerdes (right)
on the steps of City Hall

S outhside dis t ri ct s h av e
remained open to community
concerns, and even fought hard
on key issues. But their three
votes are not enough to carry
the day, or even tip a majority
on the eight-member Council.
Arecent prime example is how
the three Southside Council
members lost a 5-to-3 vote on
a proposal to borrow $250,000
from City reserves to upgrade
the Jamestown apartments.
The toilets, AC units and floor
coverings are about 20 years
old, and the money would’ve
paid for modest repairs that
would save each tenant about
$1,000 per year in utility bills.
That’s why the District 1
race is just as important as the
showdown ha p p en i n g i n
District 7 between Wengay
Newton (the incumbent) and
Gershom Faulkner (the challenger).
At lea st 1 8 S o u t h s i d e
organizations are working
together to help turnout the
vote in the black community,
beginning with an “Open Mic
C andida te Fo ru m ” n ex t
Thursday, Oct. 13, where
citizens can ask questions
directly to the six Candidates
so far confirmed to attend.
Pa stor Ma n u el S y k es ,
current President of the
NAACP, says “It’s time to pay
attention to what’s happening.
Our passivity is responsible for
Rick Scott’s election. The
Libertarian philosophy of
unchecked capitalism and its
abuses is speaking loudly in
our country. Our city is a

microcosm of larger society
and the refusal to fund small
and minority business in favor
of large, rich corporations is a
by-product of this thinking.”
He continues, “Black
people must fight on a local
and global level. The ballot is
ammunition. If we fail to take
the opportunity to speak up
locally, we will never be taken
serious nationally.”
T h e o rg an i zat i o n s co sponsoring next week’s forum
include St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP, the Pinellas County
Urban League, the Sanderlin
Cen t er, t h e P an -Hel l en i c
Council, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Mt Zion Political
Action Committee, the Nation
of Islam Mosque #95, Agenda
2 0 1 0 / T h e P AC T , P ro j ect
Juffure, SEIU of Florida, the
Center for Community and
Economic Justice, Midtown
Heal t h C o u n ci l , P h i B et a
Sigma Fraternity, Quantum
Resource Management, the
Weekly Challenger, the Power
Broker magazine, Florida’s
Carpenter’s Union Local #140,
the Pinellas Point Democratic
Club and Attorney Darryl
Rouson.
The public is welcome to
attend the Candidate Forum,
Oct. 13 (a hot dinner will be
served from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m.;
the forum starts promptly at
6:15), at Mt Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. in St.
Petersburg, in the second floor
Fellowship Hall. For more
details, call 727-866-0873.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Samuel Reed, Jr. has been a hard worker
since he was a teenager. What is amazing is the
fact that he has always enjoyed working. He has
had a handful of jobs over the years, but he has
great memories about his first job in Speed’s
Grocery Store. “I looked forward to working
every Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday as a
teenager. My job was to stock the shelves, and I
enjoyed getting all of the cans, jars, and bottles
neatly placed. Just earning my own money was
what made me so happy. Actually, I still enjoy a
feeling of accomplishment when I complete my
work each day,” said Reed.
According to Reed, the family had a
vegetable garden that supplied all of their vegetables, and the chickens they had supplied some of
the meat. “Times were different and so much of
what people enjoy now was not even invented at
that time. There were no cell phones; we used a
dial up and shared a line with three other
neighbors. It was called a party line. Televisions
were limited in their programming, so the radio
and books were my entertainment when my dad
or brothers and I were not fishing.”
Agraduate of FAMU High School, Reed
decided that he wanted to get a job and work
rather than go to college. His first full-time job
was as a baker at the Leon County Schools
Cooking Center. All of the food was prepared at
the center and transported to the schools in
refrigerated trucks. In the early 70’s, Reed tried
driving freight trucks, but he did not like it.
Friends suggested that he apply at the
Greyhound Bus Station. In 1974, he completed
the training and began work as a charter,
vacation relief, and sick relief driver. He moved
to St. Petersburg in 1984 because more bus
drivers were needed in south Florida. As Reed
relates, “I met Alice, the love of my life, at the
Greyhound station. She was returning to St.
Petersburg after visiting family in another city. I
noticed that she had been waiting for a while so
I offered her a ride home. She accepted the ride
after calling her uncle and having me explain
who I was. I promised to bring her straight
home, but she told them to ‘call the police’if we
were not there within an hour. Needless to say,
she got home early, and we became friends. She
was a cautious, sensible and Godly woman. We
have been married since 1985.”

Reed worked for Greyhound for 16 years. In
1994, he began driving PSTAbus number five
across Fifth Avenue North, from Williams Park
to Tyrone Boulevard. He retired in 2008. He
spent a few days working in his yard, which he
says he loves. But the yard did not keep him busy
enough. “I am a Mr. Fixit. I got the yard looking
good and I fixed every thing that was broken
Fixing things is something I learned from my
father and my Uncle James,” Reed said. Right
now, Reed drives chartered tour buses. When he
and his wife, Alice, are both off from work, they
enjoy traveling across the state and into Georgia
to see about senior family members and to visit
their grandchildren.
“You know, I am happy that I was blessed
with a good wife and children who were obedient
and did well. Not only that, but the doctor says
that my body rivals the body of a 35- year- old
man. What a blessing. God gave me good health
and an abundance of energy. He gave us all a gift.
If you do not know your gift, pray and ask God
what your gift is and work to develop that gift.”
The son of Samuel and Bennie Lee Reed,
Samuel Reed, Jr. and his wife Alice are the
parents of three boys and two girls. There are 15
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. The
Reeds attend the Eleventh Street Church of
Christ in Palmetto.

Street Meter Rates Increase
ST. PETERSBURG - As
part of the Fiscal Year 2012
budget adopted last week, an
increase to on-street parking
rates went into effect Oct. 1.
Beginning Oct. 1, city crews
will change meter stickers and
programming to effectuate a
$0.25 per hour rate increase to
the on-street meters in

downtown St. Petersburg. The
process is expected to be
completed by Oct. 7.
This increase (to $1.00 per
hour) is expected to result in
increased revenues of $313,000
for the fiscal year. Parking
meter revenue will be used to
maintain downtown's parking
program and infrastructure as

well as assist in balancing the
general fund budget during this
period of protracted property
tax reductions.
This increase makes rates
for on-street parking more comparable with other Florida cities
and hourly rates at city-owned
parking garages.
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Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
“Do you have ten minutes to spare for
yourself?” Ten minutes of your life is not a very
long time. However, just ten minutes of focused
relaxation, meditation, or quietness, can be of great
benefit to us. When we are stressed, we are least
likely to take time to relax. However, it is exactly
when we are stressed that we need to stop and
regroup.
So, I ask again, “Do you have ten minutes
to spare for yourself?” Ten minutes can give
you some much needed perspective if you are
stressed about many things. Ten minutes
respite from the day’s hectic pace of activities
can enable you to “breathe again.”
Again … “Do you have ten minutes to
spare for yourself?” Ten minutes might be the
difference between you taking out your frustrations on someone who does not deserve it

and reconnecting with yourself, instead.
Reconnecting with who/what makes you the
person you are can have lasting benefits.
“Do you have ten minutes to spare for
yourself?” If you do, chill out. Set a timer if
you must. However, take at least ten minutes–
everyday if you can. Quiet down. Allow
yourself to refocus your thoughts and your
energy. Take some deep breaths and focus on
the spirit within you (or the spirit of God, if you
are so inclined). Focus only on your breathing.
When all of the hectic thoughts come to mind,
focus again on your breathing. In this way you
will give yourself a brief rest from all of your
concerns. Over time these ten minute gifts to
yourself can add up to a lot less stress. So I ask
again, “Do you have ten minutes . . . to care for
your soul?”

2012 Presidential Preference
Primary Set For Jan. 31
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Presidential Preference Primary
Date Selection Committee met
(Sept. 30) and set Jan. 31 as the
d a t e f or Flor ida ’s 2012
Presidential Preference Primary
Election.
“Our plan is in place,” said
Pinellas County Supervisor of
Elections Deborah Clark, “and
now that the date has been
selected, we will move forward
immediately to ensure a successful election.”
The deadline for new voter
registrations and political party
changes is Jan. 3 for this

RECOGNIZE

continued from front page
tion with civic and community
organizations placed him where
he was needed and could effect
change. From 1960 to 1995, he
served the children as a teacher,
guidance counselor, principal,
operations director, and area
school superintendent. Within
the community, he was cofounder of a number of organizations, including the Ebony
Scholars Motivational Program
and the Ebony Scholars
Academic Club; 500 Role
Models for Excellence; the
A fri can- Am er ican Voters

election. Florida has closed
primaries; only voters registered with a political party may
vote in that party’s primary.
Municipalities have the
option of holding their elections
in conjunction with the
Presidential Preference Primary
or on March 13, as originally
scheduled.
House Bill 1355, which
took effect on May 19, eliminated the previous election date
of the fourth Tuesday in January
and established the date
selection committee to meet
and set the election date by

Registration and Education
Committee; and the Concerned
Organization for Quality
Education for Black Students.
All of these positions and
organizations are those that
inspire students to achieve. It is
no wonder that Davis has been
and continues to be held in high
e stee m by n ei g h b o rh o o d
residents, various civic organiz ations, a nd g o v ern m en t
officials. He has an extraordinary sense of the educational
needs within the community
and a vision to fulfill those
needs. His fellow Rotarians
continue to support him to that
end.

October 1 of the year preceding
a presidential election. The
election date must be no earlier
than the first Tuesday in
January and no later than the
first Tuesday in March. The bill
also designated the secretary of
s t at e as t h e co m m i t t ee’s
n o n v o t i n g ch ai rm an an d
authorized the governor, senate
president and house speaker to
each appoint three voting
committee members.
For current election information, visit www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464VOTE.

A reception will be held
on the Girls’ Pavilion
following the rededication.
Guests will then be invited to
participate in a back-to-school
act i v i t y. T h ey wi l l v i s i t
classes, and hear from an
Academy Prep graduate and
her mother. Special remarks
will come from. Linda
Marcelli, Chair of Academy
Prep’s Board of Trustees.
For further informat i o n , please contact Bridget
B l u m at 7 2 7 - 3 2 2 - 0 8 0 0
e x t . 2 1 4 0 o r bblum@academyprep.org. The school is
located at 2301 - 22nd Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg.

Be A Champion For A Child
Or Teen In Foster Care!
Second in a Series

Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson

Lorita Shirley

BY LORITA SHIRLEY
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - Last week, we introduced you to a new consortium of child welfare
agencies and churches in St. Petersburg aimed at
recruiting foster and adoptive homes for our
community’s most vulnerable children. The consortium is specifically committed to advancing the
fostering and adoption of African-American
children. The consortium is led by Rev. Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson, pastor of the First Baptist
Institutional Church and Rev. Brian K. Brown,
pastor of St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, in
partnership with Eckerd Community Alternatives
and its Executive Director Lorita Shirley.
One of the consortium’s initiatives is a weekly
radio show on WRXB PRAISE 1590. Now in its
second season, this weekly series kicked off
Monday, Oct. 3 and will air every Monday in
October at 10 a.m. and every other Monday in the
months thereafter. Rev. Thompson and Rev.
Brown will serve as co-hosts. These two prominent

Rev. Brian K. Brown

pastors will be joined each week by representatives
from Eckerd Community Alternatives, local foster
and adoptive families, and other special guests.
Coined “Be Their Champion,” this weekly
radio show will focus on raising awareness about
the local foster care system and the need for foster
and adoptive homes. There will also be a specific
focus on advancing the fostering and adoption of
African-American children and teens in care. In
addition, the show will discuss (in greater detail)
the newly-formed consortium, its purpose and its
partnership members; the consortium’s annual
community luncheon, which is scheduled for late
October; and the consortium’s brand new initiative, called “Churches as Champions for
Children.”
Tune in every Monday morning at 10 a.m. to
WRXB PRAISE 1590 to learn how you can BE A
CHAMPION for a child or teen in foster care!
For more information about fostering or
adopting please call 1-866-233-0790. To see the
faces and stories of local foster children available
for adoption, please visit heartgallerykids.org.

Oct. 11 Deadline To Register
For Nov. 8 Municipal Elections
ST. PETERSBURG - Pinellas
County Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark is reminding
residents that Tuesday, Oct.11 is the
voter registration deadline to vote in
the Nov. 8 Municipal Elections.
Registration is required for new
voters in the cities of St. Petersburg
and Largo by this deadline in order
to participate in the election. Voters
who are already registered to vote
do not need to re-register.
You can register to vote or
update your voter information
at any Supervisor of Elections
office, public library, driver

license office or government
office handling social services.
Some public libraries have
evening and weekend hours.
A change in election law now
requires that address changes from
out of county made at the polls will
require the voter to vote a provisional ballot, except for active
military voters and their families.
Address changes can be made by
calling 464-VOTE or emailing
election@votepinellas.com;
include date of birth. Name and
party changes may be made by
sending a signed, written statement

to the Supervisor of Elections;
include date of birth or voter ID
number. Any updates, including
signatures, can be made by completing and signing a voter registration application and returning it to
the Supervisor of Elections.
To request a ballot by mail or
for more information, call (727)
464-VOTE (464-8683) or visit
www.votepinellas.com. For an
updated voter registration event
list, visit www.votepinellas.com
and select News and Events/Voter
Education & Registration Events
on the home page menu.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Wealth
The ‘What Ifs’ Of An
Building Economic Downturn
By Cherin L. Stover
The Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) recognizes that
many people may be having
difficult times financially. There
can be a tax impact to events
such as job loss, debt forgiveness or tapping a retirement
fund. If your income decreased,
you may be newly eligible for
certain tax credits, such as the
Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC).
Most importantly, if you
believe you may have trouble
paying your tax bill contact the
IRS immediately. There are
steps the IRS can take to help
ease the burden. You also should
file a tax return even if you are
unable to pay so you can avoid
additional penalties.
The IRS has available on its
website (www.irs.gov) several
“What if” scenarios and the
possible tax impact. This
column focuses on job related
situations.
What if I lose my job? The
loss of a job may create new tax
issues. Severance pay and
unemployment compensation
are taxable. Payments for any
accumulated vacation or sick
time also are taxable. You
should ensure that enough taxes
are withheld from these
payments or make estimated tax
payments to avoid a big bill at
tax time. Public assistance and
food stamps are not taxable. The

IRS has updated a helpful publication which lists a number of
job-loss issues. For more information, see Publication 4128
Tax Impact of Job Loss and the
Ta x C e n t e r t o A s s i s t
Unemployed Taxpayers.
What if I receive unemployment compensation?
Unemployment compensation
you received under the unemployment compensation laws of
the United States or of a state
must be included in your
income. It is taxable income. If
you received unemployment
compensation, you should
receive Form 1099-G showing
the amount you were paid and
any federal income tax you
elected to have withheld. For
more
information,
see
Publication 525 Taxable and
Nontaxable Income.
What if my income
declines? There are many tax
credits that are subject to income
limitations. If you had a
reduction in income this year
you may be eligible for some
credits or deductions. For
example, the Earned Income
Tax Credit is available for
working families and individuals. Eligibility is determined by
income and family size. You
must file an income tax return in
order to claim EITC. More
information on EITC, other tax
credits and tax law changes can

be found on the IRS website, see
1040 Central.
What if I am searching for a
job? You may be able to deduct
certain expenses you incur while
looking for a new job, even if
you do not get a new job.
Expenses may include travel,
resume and outplacement
agency fees. For more information, see Publication 529
Miscellaneous
Deductions.
Moving costs for a new job at
least 50 miles away from your
home may also be deductible.
What if my employer goes
out of business or in bankruptcy? Your employer must provide
you with a Form W-2 showing
your wages and withholdings
for the year by January 31 of the
following year. For example, if
you were employed during
2011, your employer should
provide you with a W-2 for 2011
by January 31, 2012. You should
keep up-to-date records or pay
stubs until you receive your
Form W-2. If your employer or
its representatives fails to
provide you with a Form W-2,
contact the IRS. The IRS can
help by providing you with a
substitute Form W-2. If your
employer is liquidating your
401(k) plan, you have 60 days to
roll it over to another qualified
retirement plan or IRA. For
m o re i n fo rm at i o n , s ee
Publication 4128 Tax Impact of

Job Loss.
What if I close my own
business? If your business is no
longer operating, you still are
responsible for filing all required
tax returns for your business by
the due dates. In addition, if you
had employees, you must file all
req ui r e d e m p l o y m e n t t a x
returns, including Forms 940,
941 or 944. Both business and
employment taxes should be
paid when due. But, if you are
not able to pay in full, contact
the IRS immediately to discuss
your options.
Local IRS Office: 727-5682459/ 9450 Koger Blvd. St.
Petersburg, FL 33702
The
Wealth
Building
Coalition of Pinellas County
(WBC) is supported by the
Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB)
The Children’s Services Council
of Pinellas County and The
Weekly Challenger. The mission
of WBC is to promote and
expand economic and assetbuilding opportunities for low
and moderate income households throughout Pinellas
C o u n t y. W B C p r o m o t e s
community awareness of the
Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) and other tax credits,
provides free tax preparation
assistance and supports linkages
to essential asset-building
programs, including financial
education workshops.

Elementary Schools Help Set Record
LARGO - Pinellas County
elementary schools will be participating in Jumpstart’s Read
for the Record Oct. 6. Together
with Jumpstart and the Pearson
Foundation, district PreK and
kindergarten classes will join
children and adults across the
country to set a new reading
record for the largest shared
reading experience. For the
first time they will also try to
set a record for the largest

digital reading experience.
These record-setting events are
part of the nationwide early
education awareness campaign
that each fall focuses national
attention on the importance of
reading.
Presented in partnership
with the Pearson Foundation
for the sixth consecutive year,
Jumpsta rt' s Read fo r t h e
Record campaign shares the
love of reading with millions of

children and families while
calling attention to the importance of early education. To
date, more than seven million
people have joined local Read
for the Record reading celebrations; Jumpstart has raised
more than $6 million to support
its year-round work in
preschools; and the Pearson
Foundation has donated nearly
one million books to local
schools,
libraries,
and

community organizations in
conjunction with the annual
campaign.
This year the shared
reading experience features the
book, “Llama Llama Red
Pajama,” by Anna Dewdney.
To help kickoff the event, ViceMayor of Clearwater, George
N. Cretekos, will be reading to
the kindergarten students at
Eisenhower Elementary, 2800
Drew St., Clearwater at 1 p.m.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, Oct. 6 - Movies in the Park. Every Thursday.
Music starts at 6 p.m. – Movies start at dark, North Straub
Park (Beach Dr. between 4th & 5th Ave. NE) Oct. 6 - “Major
League” (1989) – A great comedy story built around the
hapless Cleveland Indians who suddenly start winning,
starring Wesley Snipes and Tom Berenger. Oct. 13 “Shane” (1953) – The Oscar award winning western classic
starring Alan Ladd and Jack Palance set against the
beautiful Teton mountains of Wyoming. Oct. 20 - “Key
Largo” (1948) – An Academy Award winning classic with
Humphrey Bogart, Edward G. Robinson & Lauren Bacall,
all taking place as the hurricane approaches! Oct. 27 “Beetlejuice” (1988) – Get ready for Halloween with a
couple of recently deceased ghosts who contract the
services of a "bio-exorcist" in the hilarious comedy starring
Alec Baldwin & Geena Davis. Come early and purchase
food & drink from some of Saturday Morning Market’s most
popular vendors or enjoy your own picnic while listening to
music before the movie. Bring your own blanket or low seat
(limited number of folding chairs available). Convenient
parking in Baywalk garage or at the Pier Parking lots. For
information visit www.stpetepreservation.org or call 727824-7802.
Saturday, Oct. 8 - The Studio@620, at 620 1st Ave. S.,
welcomes the return of "Midtown Through Our Eyes", an
annual exhibit of student photography combined with
evening community events that illustrate the experience of
young people in the Midtown area of St. Petersburg. 42
student journalists. 100 photos. 1 magazine. "Midtown
through our Eyes" is a project by students of Melrose
Elementary, John Hopkins Middle, and Lakewood High
schools. Students attend a "Journeys in Journalism"
summer camp where they have the tools and opportunity
to document what is happening around them. Through
Midtown Magazine and this exhibit, you’ll truly see
Midtown through their eyes. Admission to the exhibit is free
and open to the public. Visit www.studio620.org or call
727-895-6620 for more information.
Tuesday, Oct. 11 - The next meeting of the Pinellas County
School Board will be at 10 a.m. in the conference hall of the
administration building, 301 Fourth St. SW, Largo. Citizens
may speak about any item on the agenda not involving a
hearing on employee discipline, by registering before the
item is introduced. Presentations from the audience
regarding items not on the agenda may be made at the end
of the meeting. The board meeting is rebroadcast on
WPDS-TV14 Wednesday and Thursday at 6 p.m., Friday at
midnight and Saturday at 8 a.m. for two weeks following
the meeting date. WPDS-TV14 is located on Bright House
Networks Ch. 614, Knology Ch. 2 and Verizon Ch. 46.

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME REAL FOOTBALL?
JOIN GIBBS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1959
for a hassle-free, fun-filled 1-night, 2-day trip to Orlando, FL
FLORIDA CLASSIC GAME November 19 & 20
Bethune-Cookman (BCU) University vs Florida A&M (FAMU)
Departure: 10 AM, Saturday, Nov. 19
(Publix at 54th Ave. S. and 31st. St. S. back parking lot)
For More Information & to Purchase Tickets Contact

Florence Jenkins 727-417-0205
Catherine Lewis 727-475-0540

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

AUDITIONS! AUDITIONS! AUDITIONS!
THERE WILL BE AN AUDITION FOR THE GOSPEL
PLAY "WOMAN OF GOD QUEEN ESTHER.”
WE ARE IN NEED OF ACTORS, ACTRESS AND
DANCERS (WITH A BACKGROUND IN BALLET).
October 7th and 10th at 7 p.m. on Friday.
ALSO November 5th Saturday at 12 p.m.
CONTACT:
JOYCE M GREEN-COOPER VIA FACEBOOK
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Gibbs High Introduces
‘Wall Of Fame’

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: about.com

S T. PETERSBUR G Gibbs High, in partnership with
Achieva Credit Union, Best
Buy, Applebee's Neighborhood
Grill and Bar, and Walmart instituted a new program called the
“Gladiator Wall of Fame.” The
Gladiator Wall is a tribute to
those students that are exemplifying the Gibbs way of doing
things on campus and by
meeting or exceeding all school
expectations.
The “Gibbs Way” of doing
things involves respecting
yourself, choosing to do “Your
Best” and the "Right" thing and
being responsible. Principal
Kevin Gordon explains, "This
could be as simple as being on

time to class, being prepared and
ready to learn once the school
bell has rung; or complying with
the no electronics policy.
Sometimes it's just a small shift
in behavior that can turnaround a
student."
Teachers and staff members
will nominate students. Eight
lucky student names will be
drawn from the nomination pool

each six-week period. Winners
will receive $10 gift cards from
B e s t B u y, A p p l e b e e ' s
Neighborhood Grill and Bar, or
WalMart. Their names will be
proudly displayed on the Wall of
Fame, which was sponsored by
Achieva Credit Union.
Accepting a check from
Achieva Credit Union Business
Development Officer Dawn
Huber (center) is Gibbs High
Principal Kevin Gordon, and
Gibbs High Family &
Community Liaison Sherry
Howard.
For more information,
contact Kevin Gordon,
principal, (727) 893-5452.

Civil Rights Leader
Shuttlesworth Dies
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. —
(A . P. ) - T h e R e v. F r e d L .
S hu t t l e s w o r t h , w h o w a s
bombed, beaten and repeatedly
arrested in the fight for civil
rights and hailed by the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. for his
courage and energy, has died.

Obama had pushed
Shuttlesworth's wheelchair
across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in Selma during a commemoration of the Selma-toMontgomery voting rights
march.
In the early 1960s,

He was 89.
Princeton Baptist Medical
Center spokeswoman Jennifer
Dodd confirmed he died at the
Birmingham hospital
Wednesday morning.
Shuttlesworth, a former
truc k d r i v e r w h o s t u d i e d
religion at night, became pastor
of Bethel Baptist Church in
Birmingham, Ala., in 1953 and
soon was an outspoken leader in
the fight for racial equality.
"My church was a beehive,"
Shuttlesworth once said. "I
made the movement. I made the
challenge. Birmingham was the
citadel of segregation, and the
people wanted to march."
In his 1963 book "Why We
Can't Wait," King called
Shuttlesworth "one of the
nation's the most courageous
freedom fighters ... a wiry,
en e rg e t i c a n d i n d o m i t a b l e
man."
He survived a 1956
bombing, an assault during a
1957 demonstration, chest
injuries when Birmingham
authorities turned fire hoses on
demonstrators in 1963, and
countless arrests.
"I went to jail 30 or 40
times, not for fighting or
stealing or drugs,"
Shuttlesworth told grade school
students in 1997. "I went to jail
for a good thing, trying to make
a difference."
He visited frequently and
re m a i n e d a c t i v e i n t h e
movement in Alabama even
af t e r m o v i n g i n 1 9 6 1 t o
Cincinnati, where he was a
pastor for most of the next 47
years. He moved back to
Birmingham in February 2008
for rehabilitation after a mild
stroke. That summer, the oncesegregated city honored him
with a four-day tribute and
named its airport after him; his
statue stands outside the
B ir m i n g h a m C i v i l R i g h t s
Institute.
And in November 2008,
Shuttlesworth watched from a
hospital bed as Sen. Barack
Obama was elected the nation's
first African-American
president. The year before,

Shuttlesworth had invited King
back to Birmingham. Televised
scenes of police dogs and fire
hoses being turned on black
marchers, including children, in
spring 1963 helped the rest of
the nation grasp the depth of
racial animosity in the Deep
South.
Referring to the city's notoriously racist safety commissioner, Shuttlesworth would tell
followers, "We're telling ol'
'Bull' Connor right here tonight
that we're on the march and
we're not going to stop
marching until we get our
rights."
According to a May 1963
New York Times profile of
Shuttlesworth, Connor
responded to the word
Shuttlesworth had been injured
by the spray of fire hoses by
saying: "I'm sorry I missed it. ...
I wish they'd carried him away
in a hearse."
While King went on to
international
fame,
Shuttlesworth was relatively
little known outside Alabama.
But he was a key figure in Spike
Lee's 1997 documentary, "4
Little Girls," about the
September 1963 Birmingham
church bombing that killed four
black children.
He also gained attention in
Diane McWhorter's book
"Carry Me Home: Birmingham,
Alabama: The Climactic Battle
of the Civil Rights Revolution,"
which won a Pulitzer Prize in
2002.
Shuttlesworth was born
March 18, 1922, near
Montgomery and grew up in
Birmingham.
As a child, he knew he
would either be a minister or a
doctor and by 1943, he decided
to enter the ministry. He began
taking theological courses at
night while working as a truck
driver and cement worker
during the day. He was licensed
to preach in 1944 and ordained
in 1948.
It was 1954 when King,
then a pastor in Montgomery,
came to Birmingham to give a
speech and asked to stop by

Obituary

Edna Bernice
“Bunny” Gause Downing
Bernice “Bunny” Gause Downing was born
on February 17, 1918 in
Wilmington, North Carolina to
the late George Henry and Marie
Freeman Gause, the second of
four children. Her father was an
architect, funeral home and store
owner. Her mother shared in the
ownership of the grocery store
and was a mortician. In 1929, her
father moved his family to
Bartow, Florida where Bernice
blossomed into young womanhood. In 1933,
during her senior year of high school, her father
passed.
She graduated from high school at age 16 and
matriculated at Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical College, in Tallahassee, where at the
age of 19, she received a Bachelor of Science
degree in English and Business. While in college,
she was inducted into the Beta Alpha Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. At the age of 20,
Bunny began her teaching career at Union
Academy in Bartow, Florida, the same high
school she had attended. In 1942, she moved to
St. Petersburg, Florida for two years to work with
the Jordan Park Housing Authority as an accountant. She lived with her aunt and uncle, Edward
and Mae McRae, founders of McRae Funeral
Home.
Two years later, on December 20, 1944 she
married her friend, classmate, and sweetheart,
Alvin Joseph Downing. They moved to
Tuskegee, Alabama, where Bunny worked at
Tuskegee Institute, before becoming the
Assistant to the Chief of Cost Accounting at
Tuskegee Air Force Base. Like her husband, she
became a part of history when she too became a
famed Tuskegee Airman, as a civilian.
While stationed in Columbus, Ohio, her first
daughter, Dierdre, was born, and seventeen
months later her second daughter, Evelyn arrived.
Alvinette, her youngest daughter, was born five
years later in Washingon, D.C. After Alvin retired
from the military, they settled in St. Petersburg,
Florida, where Bernice began teaching at
Sixteenth Street Junior High and later at Bay
Point Middle School.
After 44 years of teaching, she retired from
Pinellas County Schools to begin a new career as
a full-time loving mother and grandma. She
assured that her children, grandchildren and great

grandchildren knew exactly what being
immersed in love meant. Rarely a
day passed that Bunny didn’t touch
someone’s life through her generosity. There were innumerable times
when she would take groceries,
diapers and clothing to students who
were struggling with family
hardships or unplanned pregnancies.
She was a great communicator.
Every word, every deed, every touch
was done through the spirit and love
of the Lord. She ministered to every single person
she ever encountered by using her gifts…Gift of
Peace, Gift of Humility, Gift of Compassion, Gift
of Teaching, Gift of Mentorship and Gift of
Encouragement.
Bunny Downing, a living legend. Through
her living she has set before us inspiring models
of personal excellence that have enriched our
lives and the lives of everyone she has touched.
What she has left inside of everyone that she
touched will and must live on, because there is no
replacement for her, and to let the example she
has shown us die, would be the greatest tragedy
of all. An angel that we have borrowed for more
than 93 years has gone home.
Some little sayings of hers we will always
remember with love and a smile. We call them:
“Bunnyisms”
- God knows best. You just don’t question
God.
- God is good. I’ve got a nice life. I think
about when I was a little girl, then a teenager, then
a grown woman, then a married woman. I’ve had
a nice life. God is good.
- I know how to accept growing old, I know
it’s not the same. I don’t have the energy to do
things. I do what I feel like doing. I really don’t
have anything to do. God is good.
- God is good all the time. Don’t worry; be
happy. God is in charge.
- God is taking care of you and He is taking
care of me.”
Excerpt from Bunny’s Wisdom: Reflections
of my Mother’s Counsel by Dierdre DowningJackson
“As a woman of God, you have been one of
the most loving and accepting people we have
been blessed to know. Instead of mourning for
our loss, we must celebrate what the kingdom of
heaven has gained.”

HELP WANTED
Experienced Advertising Sales Representatives
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly Challenger
and The Weekly Challenger On-Line. Recommend appropriate
sizes and formats for advertising. Deliver advertising or
proofs to customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Bethel Baptist and meet
Shuttlesworth. Shuttlesworth
already knew the Rev. Ralph
Abernathy, who became a key
aide to King, as they both
attended Alabama State
College, later known as Selma
University.
M e a n w h i l e , i n
M o n t g o m e r y, R o s a P a r k s
refused to give up her seat on a
city bus in late 1955, prompting
the boycott led by King that
gave new life to the civil rights
movement.
In January 1956, King's
Montgomery home was
bombed while he attended a
rally. Eleven months later, on
Christmas night 1956, 16 sticks
of dynamite were detonated
outside Shuttlesworth's
bedroom as he slept at the
Bethel Baptist parsonage. No
one was injured in either
bombing, although shards of
glass and wood pierced
Shuttleworth's coat and hat,
which were hanging on a hook.
The next day, Shuttlesworth
led 250 people in a protest of
segregation on buses in
Birmingham.
In 1957, he was beaten by a
mob when he tried to enroll two
of his children in an all-white

school in Birmingham.
In Cincinnati, Shuttlesworth
left Revelation Baptist Church
and became pastor of the
Greater New Light Baptist
Church in 1966. He also
founded a foundation to help
low-income people make down
payments on homes.
In 2004, he was president of
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference for
about three months. The
troubled organization's board
had suspended Shuttlesworth
without giving a reason after he
tried to fire a longtime official.
He resigned, saying board
members tried to micromanage
the organization.
He was 84 when he retired
as the pastor of Greater New
Light in 2006. "The best thing
we can do is be a servant of
God," he said in his final
sermon. "It does good to stand
up and serve others."

BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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ENTERTAINMENT
‘Keeping Up With
The Mandelas’
“We're definitely not the African Kardashians,”
SPECIALTO THE NNPA
FROM THE AFROAMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

Laurence Walden:
Renaissance Man Of Today!
Just about three weeks ago, I
had the privilege of making
friends with a gentleman who I
believe is one of the most entertaining jazz vocalists in the State
of Florida. His name is Laurence
Walden. Originally from Chicago,
he has enjoyed residences in Los
Angeles, California, Las Vegas,
Nevada and most recently, Jacksonville,
Florida. He is not only a superb jazz vocalist,
a songwriter and playwright, but also a selftaught painter, sculptor, jewelry maker and
mixed media collage artist.
Laurence Walden will be performing in St.
Petersburg at the Renaissance Vinoy Hotel (8
p.m.) Friday, Oct. 14. He will be singing the
gorgeous, lyrical music of Ellington, Sinatra,
Eckstein and others. Do yourself a big favor
and make sure you attend. Appearing with
him will be International jazz artist Kenny
Drew, Jr. on keyboards, Al Waters on tenor
saxophone, Ian Goodman on drums, and Billy
Pillucere keeping time on bass. For a quick
look at Walden performing, check out this link
to his website: www.waldenjazzartstage.com.
Walden’s artwork and jewelry, which you
will see on his website, have been displayed
and sold in private and public art shows
around the world, and he has received first
place honors in Fine Arts in several juried art
shows. He has also received several awards
for his performances in educational, historical
and musical stage productions that he wrote
and produced. He earned a Best Actor award
for his portrayal of Billy Eckstine in his own
work, the musical “Me and Mr. B.” In
addition to the aforementioned awards,
Walden has produced and appeared in more
than 3,000 performances at Disneyland,
Anaheim, California from 1980 to 1983.
After receiving an honorable discharge

from the U.S. Air Force in 1972,
Walden taught African Art and Theater
at the University of California, in
Riverside. While serving eight years
in the military service as a Technical
Illustrator, he also toured with the Air
Force Band, as the featured jazz
vocalist. From 1974 to 1983, he lived
and performed in L.A. California
where he was the opening act for Cab
Calloway, Della Reese, Marlena Shaw, Jimmy
Smith, Willie Bobo, Dionne Warwick, Nancy
Wilson and Isaac Hayes. And, from 1983
until 1988, Walden lived and performed in Las
Vegas with George Kirby, Lena Horne and
Billy Eckstine. Afterwards, Walden returned
to his former home in Chicago. For a period
of three years, he performed in New Orleans.
After that time, he relocated to his present
home in Jacksonville, FL.
Walden has also written the following
stage productions, some of which he hopes to
have put to film: “When The School Bells
Ring” (A Tribute to Brown vs. the Board of
Education’s Decision of 1954), “The Tooth,
The Whole Tooth and Nothing But The Tooth”
(An oral hygiene education musical), “Salute
to the Duke” (The history, music and quotes of
Duke Ellington, “Gunjoke - How the West
Was Really Fun,” (Amusical comedy spoof
on “Gunsmoke”), and “Hitsville USA,” (The
Sound of Motown).
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

HOROSCOPES

Oct. 6 - Oct. 12, 2011

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You can expect a message from a distance to arrive this week and you'll be
happy to hear it.The spirit is easily lifted if
you remember that you only have to
imagine your world the way you want it
to be. Create a happy reality tonight!

Romance will find you this week.
Don’t be looking the other way.Your
“rap”is especially strong.Make as
many of those important phone calls
as possible.

You and your mate should increase your
saving for the future this week.Future
plans should be spotlighted.A relationship
is likely to take a serious turn. Be open to
making an unusual purchase.

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

TAURUS

Don’t take any big gambles this week,
the time is not right for a flight into
the unknown.A newfound harmony is
in store for you and your mate.Your
mate will understand your fears.

You and your partner are on the same
wavelength.If you are presented with a
contract this week,it’s an ideal week to
reach an agreement.Make the important
phone call to set things up.

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

The air can be cleared easily. Admit
your need for help.Seek understanding.You’ll help another by seeking
help from them.Communication problems will smooth themselves out.

Beware of financial pitfalls that you’ve set
for yourself.Strengthen all your relationships by understanding motivations of
others.Spend time at home.Enjoy what
you already have.

SCORPIO

PISCES

This week should bring an opportunity
to further your education,don’t pass it
up. Pay special attention to details at
work. A friend needs your support.
Find joy in giving it.

Don’t expect to win every battle,especially with your lover.This week winning is
losing. Backing down is winning. Shyness
produces a bold result. It’s easy to collect
that long-standing debt.

You're likely to be efficient and productive
this week.Even if you work hard you’ll
get satisfaction from a job well done! Use
your talents to create some free time for
yourself.

GEMINI
Educate those around you in the area of
personal growth.Their improvement will
bring benefits to you.Humor in communication is the key.Humor in introspection
is a must.

CANCER
This week romance begins to percolate.
Enjoy your feelings and let your brain
relax. Suspend all judgments of others.
Being stern won’t work for you this week.

Nelson Mandela’s three
grandchildren will join the
reality show bandwagon, the
family announced Sept. 29.
The show, which will air in
2012, will show Africa’s “new
middle class of intellectuals,”
according to one granddaughter.
“The show will be about
our lives as young, Black
women ... We're not wearing,
`I'm a Mandela’T-shirts," said
Swati Dlamini, granddaughter
of Winnie MadikizelaMandela. The show is
supposed to expose the role of
the new generation as career
women and mothers.
Dlamini, Dorothy Adjoa

Amuah and Zaziwe DlaminiManaway said they grew up in
the United States, but returned
to South Africa for personal
and business matters.
“We're definitely not the
African Kardashians,” Amuah
said.
In case people are
wondering whether the reality
show may expose the family in
a negative light or disrespect
the legacy of South Africa’s
former president, producer
Rick Leed promised good
things.

"They clearly have a great
love [for each other]. This
may be part storytelling, part
reality, except the story we are
telling is real ... it's not going to
detract from the dignity of
Nelson Mandela,” he told
reporters in Johannesburg.
The grandchildren said
they would not feature their
parents or grandparents.
Dlamini, 32, is a single
mother who would like to set
up a foundation.
Amuah, 27, is into the
luxury brands market and
received a law degree and
MBA from Monaco.
Dlamini-Manaway, 34, is a
mother with two kids and one
on the way. She plans to launch
a clothing line and is involved
with Mandela Dlamini
Associates.

Angolan Beauty
To Be Miss Universe
BY FUNGAI MABOREKE
SPECIALTO THE
TRICE EDNEYNEWS WIRE
FROM GIN
WASHINGTON - Out of a
field of 98 contestants, Leila
Lopes of the Republic of
Angola is this year’s winner of
the coveted Miss Universe
prize.
At the Sao Paulo, Brazil,
event, Leila came in first place,
while the second and third
places went to Ukraine and
Brazil respectively. Previous
African winners were from
Botswana and Namibia.
The 25-year-old native of
central Benguela province is

currently a student of
business management.
Her selection by
the judges was due in
part to her answer to
test questions. Asked
what
she
would
change on her body if
given a chance, Leila
replied, “Nothing, I’m satisfied
with what God has given me,”
adding that "I consider myself
a woman endowed with inner
beauty. I have acquired many
wonderful principles from my
family, and I intend to follow
these for the rest of my life.”
Asked about racism, the
tawny beauty queen answered
simply: “It’s not normal in the

21st century to think
that way.”
In her previous
post as Miss
Angola, she said:
“I work with poor
kids, I work in the
fight against HIV. I
work to protect the
elderly, and I have to do
everything that my country
needs — I think now as Miss
Universe I will be able to do
much more.”
Alot of bloggers believe
that Leila’s new found fame
will help bring the
Portuguese-speaking African
country into the spotlight.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Troubled Ohio
State On Verge
Of Collapse

BUCS
CORNER
Buccaneers Rally To
Drop Struggling Colts To 0-4

Josh Freeman

BY MARK LONG
TAMPA (AP)—Call it ugly.
Call it sloppy. Call it anything you
want.
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
don’t care. Close games, rallies,
penalty-filled performances, as long
as they end with celebrations, the
Bucs will take them all.
Josh Freeman(notes) threw for
287 yards and a touchdown,
LeGarrette Blount(notes) ran for
127 yards and a score, and the
Buccaneers rallied to beat the
winless Indianapolis Colts 24-17
on Monday night.
“It’s supposed to be pretty? It’s
an orchestra?” cornerback Ronde
Barber(notes) said.
This one was music to Tampa
Bay’s ears.
Freeman picked up the tough
yards, Blount had the highlight play
and the defense ended the night with
four sacks. Together, they helped the
Buccaneers win their third consecutive game.
Freeman, who ran for a
touchdown early in the game,
scrambled for a huge first down on
the winning drive. Two plays later,

Blount found a gaping hole,
bounced to the outside and
scampered 35 yards for a
touchdown. He carried defensive
back David Caldwell(notes) the
final few yards before diving for the
pylon.
Freeman wasn’t done with the
dirty work, though. Needing a yard
to move the chains, extend the drive
and deny the Colts a chance to tie
the game, Freeman picked up the
first down on a fourth-and-1 play.
“It really wasn’t pretty the
whole time, but that’s us,” Freeman
said.
The Buccaneers (3-1) kept pace
with New Orleans in the NFC
South. The Colts fell to 0-4 for the
first time since 1998, Peyton
Manning’s(notes) rookie season.
Manning has watched all four
losses, unable to play because of a
neck injury.
Curtis
Painter(notes) started
this one, filling in for injured
backupKerry Collins(notes), who’s
out because of a concussion, and
played better than most expected.
“It’s always a little easier when
you know you’re going to get some
playing time,” Painter said. “We got
off to a good start and put some
points on the board. But obviously
we have to find a way to put more
points on the board and move the
ball a little bit better.”
Painter completed 13 of 30
passes for 281 yards and two touchdowns, both long ones to Pierre
Garcon(notes). He wasn’t nearly as
effective down the stretch, partly

because the Colts lost starting
offensive
linemenAnthony
Castonzo(notes) and Ben
Ijalana(notes) to injuries. Guard
Ryan Diem(notes)was inactive.
“It’s one of those things where
we have to move some things
around and make some adjustments,” Colts coach Jim Caldwell
said. “It’s not a good situation, but
nevertheless one that you have to
work through.”
The Colts were up 17-10 after
Garcon’s second score, but it was all
Tampa Bay in the final 20-plus
minutes.
“It’s always good to win on a
national stage,” Bucs coach Raheem
Morris said. “Everybody wants to
have a better performance, but it’s
hard to apologize for wins, so we’re
excited about them all. They’re hard
enough to get, so you might as well
enjoy every single one you do.”
Freeman was 25 of 39 passing,
buying time in the pocket and
picking apart Indy’s zone defense.
He got the Bucs on the scoreboard
with a 1-yard plunge in the second
quarter and tied the game at 10 with
a
13-yard
pass
toPreston
Parker(notes) late in the third.
Blount put them ahead for good
with his longest run of the season.
Freeman kept them there with his
fourth-down plunge into the line
with 1:10 remaining.
Tampa
Bay’s
biggest
problem—aside from giving up the
two long TD passes— was
penalties. The Buccaneers were
flagged 14 times for 106 yards.

“That was an ugly win,”
defensive
tackle Gerald
McCoy(notes) said. “Too many
penalties, both sides of the ball.
We’ve got to be better. We’ve got to
be better, but we got the W.”
The Bucs also botched a scoring
chance at the end of the first half.
Robert
Mathis(notes) sacked
Freeman on third down and the
Bucs, without a timeout, had to
scramble to get the field goal unit
lined up.
They
did,
and Connor
Barth’s(notes) kick was good from
37 yards. But the Bucs had 12 men
on the field, so they went to the
locker room trailing.
It mattered little against the
Colts.
“We just showed what this team
is. It’s a very resilient football
team,” Barber said. “We never feel
like we’re out of anything. … When
you’ve got Josh Freeman as your
quarterback and you’re calling
defenses and guys are standing up
and winning when they have to,
that’s pretty exciting to be part of.”
Notes: Colts DT Eric
Foster(notes) injured his right ankle
late in the second quarter, was carted
off the field and taken to a nearby
hospital. He will stay overnight for
observation and have season-ending
surgery. … Garcon had 149 yards
receiving in Indy’s first three games,
but had 146 yards on two touches
Monday. … Painter said he hopes
for a chance to start next week, but
added that it’s “out of my hands.”

Ravens Score 3 TDs On Defense
To Beat Jets 34-17

Ed Reed

BY DAVID GINSBURG
BALTIMORE (AP) - The
Baltimore Ravens have a week
off to savor their latest win over
Rex Ryan.
Ryan, on the other hand, can’t
lament this defeat for long because
he and the New York Jets have got
another grudge match coming up.
Baltimore scored three touchdowns off turnovers by Mark
Sanchez in a 34-17 victory Sunday
night. The win was the perfect way
to end the first quarter of the
season and head into a bye week.
``We’re going to watch the
tape, note the mistakes, get better
and get prepared for the next
game,’’ safety Ed Reed said.
Baltimore’s three scores on
defense were the most in franchise
history. Jameel McClain took a

fumble by Sanchez 6 yards for a
touchdown on New York’s first
offensive play, Jarret Johnson
scored on a 26-yard fumble return
and Lardarius Webb put the
Ravens up by 17 points in the
third quarter by taking an interception 73 yards into the end zone.
The Ravens (3-1) held the
Jets (2-2) to 150 yards and seven
first downs in taking over sole possession of first place in the AFC
North.
``The best defensive effort I
thought I had ever seen or the most
amazing defensive performance I
thought I’d ever seen was the
Pittsburgh game with seven
turnovers,’’ coach John Harbaugh
said, referring to Baltimore’s
season-opening 35-7 rout. ``But
this topped it. That’s pretty impressive, to say the least.’’
What made it even better was
that it came against Ryan, who
served 10 years with the Ravens
until taking the Jets job before the
2009 season.
``He created this and now he
has to deal with us,’’ Johnson said.
``It was fun.’’
Not so for Ryan.
``I’ve been around football a
long time and I’ve never seen
anything like that,’’ Ryan said.
``The performance by their

defense was spectacular. They
were coming after us. That’s a
Ravens defense. It reminded me
of the 2000 and 2006 defenses.’’
Next up for the Jets: A trip to
New England for a game against
the Patriots.
A week ago, New York gave
up 234 yards rushing in a loss to
the Oakland Raiders. This defeat
can be attributed to Sanchez, who
threw an interception and fumbled
four times, losing three. He went
11 for 35 for 119 yards, and the
only score he produced was a field
goal by Nick Folk after a 25-yard
drive.
``He s t ru g g l ed m i g h t i l y,
there’s no question about it,’’ Ryan
said. ``It wasn’t his best day, that’s
for sure, but he’s our quarterback
and I believe in him.’’
New York has lost seven
straight to the Ravens, the last two
with Ryan on the Jets sideline.
New York’s touchdowns came on a
107-yard kickoff return by Joe
McKnight and a 35-yard interception return by David Harris.
The Ravens got 17 points off
three fumbles by Sanchez to take a
27-7 lead in the second quarter,
and although the Jets cut the gap to
10, they were unable to complete
the comeback.
``We all had our share in this

loss,’’ Sanchez said. ``I’m fine
pointing out my mistakes; as far as
my mistakes, I’ll take the blame
for it.’’
The Jets came out trying to
pass. In hindsight, it might not
have been a good idea.
``The passing game early in
the season has been doing pretty
well,’’ tight end Dustin Keller said.
``We’re a run first team and
without that, we can’t do what we
want to do. So we have to correct
that.’’
Plaxico Burress, who had three
catches for 33 yards, said, ``We’ll
be fine. I’ve been through this
before, where you lose a couple
games in a row. We’ll come out
Wednesday focused on winning in
New England.’’
Down 27-17, New York got the
ball on the Baltimore 27 after Joe
Flacco fumbled when Jets linebacker Aaron Maybin picked up
his first career sack.
On the next play, Webb picked
off a pass by Sanchez intended for
Santonio Holmes on the right
sideline and sprinted into the end
zone with 8:49 left in the third
quarter.
Game over.
``There is no need to panic
right now,’’ Burress said. ``There is
too much football left.’’

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
In a few weeks, it is
likely that the only thing
left to talk about concerning Ohio State is whether
Urban Meyer will be the
Buckeyes’ next coach.
What began in
December with the NCAA
suspending Terrelle Pryor
and four other Buckeyes
for swapping championship rings, trophies and
other memorabilia for
tattoos has left one of the
elite programs in college
football poised to have its
worst season in 23 years.
The Buckeyes are 3-2
after an ugly 10-7 loss at
home against Michigan
State on Saturday. Next up
is a treacherous threegame stretch: at No. 14
Nebraska on Saturday, at
No. 19 Illinois the week
after and home for No. 4
Wisconsin after an off
week.
The Buckeyes haven’t
missed the postseason
s i n c e 1 9 9 9 , h a v e n ’t
finished below .500 since
1988 when they went 4-61 in John Cooper’s first
year as coach, and haven’t
lost four straight games
since 1943. To say those
things won’t happen this
season is to indulge in
wishful thinking and
hoping for the best.
Ohio State ranks 108th
in the nation in total
offense and 110th in
passing. Without Pryor, the
Buckeyes simply have
nobody prepared to be a
starting quarterback for a
big-time team.
No grand plan at Ohio
State had senior quarterback Joe Bauserman
starting
this
season.
Braxton Miller was not
supposed to be leading the
team as a freshman. But
that’s what coach Luke
Fickell has been left with.
Of course, the grand
plan also never had Fickell
running the team _ at least
not so soon.
Fickell was handed
this mess when Jim Tressel
was ousted for covering up
the violations that got
Pryor
and
company
suspended.
A small bit of good
news for the Buckeyes
comes this week when the
other players who were
suspended with Pryor
become eligible to play in

Lincoln.
The additions of
receiver DeVier Posey,
running back Dan Herron
and tackle Mike Adams
should provide a boost, but
it might already be too late.
The mix in Columbus
is volatile. Players
normally accustomed to
competing for Big Ten
titles and BCS bids could
quickly be relegated to
vying for a trip to Detroit
for the bowl season. Will
talented seniors such as
Posey and Adams already
be thinking more about
their draft stock than
beating the Illini?
With Fickell and the
rest of the coaching staff
not guaranteed a job
beyond this season, do
underclassmen tune out
coaches they figure won’t
be around next year?
To say the Buckeyes
seem to be on their way to
getting what they deserve
isn’t quite right. Surely
there are players on that
roster and coaches on that
staff who deserve better
than a five-win season. No
doubt there are many who
could be paying from
crimes they did not
commit while Pryor and
Tressel
collect
NFL
paychecks.
And there just might
be enough talent in
Columbus to prevent the
collapse that appears to be
inevitable.
``This team has some
great players. I know some
of these guys are doing the
best job they can to step
up,’’ center Mike Brewster
said. ``I know Joe came in
and did a good job at the
end of the game and I
know Braxton’s doing the
best he can. It was a hard
day, but you’ve got to keep
fighting.’’
Maybe Brewster, a
senior, is one of those guys
who deserves better.
But for leaders such as
Athletic Director Gene
Smith and University
President Gordon Gee,
who allowed a star coach
and star players to believe
they could skirt the rules,
and all those boosters, supporters and fans so blinded
by loyalty that they
actually
believe
the
Buckeyes have been victimized, this season is
exactly what they had
coming.
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
Rick Perry Rebuked For
Association With Racial Slur
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - Texas
G o v. Rick Per r y is be ing
rebuked by civil rights leaders
and a fellow Republican presidential candidate as he defends
himself against allegations that
he invited people to a hunting
camp that even recently was
nicknamed the racial epithet,
“Niggerhead.”
The Washington Post broke
the story about a West Texas
hunting camp that Perry once
leased with his father in the
early 1980s. Perry, who has
often referred to himself as a
Confederate since his entry into
the Republican presidential
race, now finds himself trying to
shake the image.
“The Washington Post story
revealing that Texas Governor
Rick Perry hunted and hosted
lawmakers at a hunting camp
called Niggerhead is alarming
and displays a new height in

racial insensitivity in national
politics,” said the Rev. Al
Sharpton in a statement. “Mr.
Perry should immediately fully
explain how he could have gone
to a ranch and hunted [in a
camp] that is named after such
an obvious racist term or he
should withdraw from the race.
He is either blindly insensitive
or hopelessly unaware of where
he spends his time. Either way it
makes one wonder if he is ready
for prime time and certainly
whether he is ready for the
White House.”
The report said the
offensive term was painted in
block letters across a large rock
at the gate of property. Perry has
said he agrees that the term is
“offensive” and said his father
actually painted over the word
shortly after leasing the land.
But, the Post story cites at least
seven sources who indicate the
epithet remained visible in
recent years – even as recent as
this summer through a thin coat

of paint. The Post has stood by
its story.
M ean wh i l e, b l ack GOP
presidential candidate Herman
Cain made rounds on Sunday
morning talk shows criticizing
Perry and accusing him of tolerating the sign.
Cain said on Fox, “There
isn’t a more vile, negative word
than the n-word … And for him
to leave it there as long as he did
before he painted over it, it’s
just plain insensitive to a lot of
Black people in this country.”
The Post quoted Perry’s
communications director Ray
Sullivan as agreeing with Cain’s
description of the rock, but
denying that the rock went
uncovered. “Mr. Cain is wrong
about the Perry family’s quick
action to eliminate the word on
the rock, but is right the word
written by others long ago is
insensitive and offensive,”
Sullivan said. “That is why the
Perrys took quick action to
cover and obscure it.”

More African-Americans
Needed In Technology
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AFROAMERICAN NEWSPAPERS
WASHINGTON D.C. - If
TechAmerica,
technology’s
largest advocacy organization,
would send a banquet invitation
to all African-American CEOs
of public technology
companies, the International
Business Times said, the
response would be so small that
the tech organization would
cancel the event.
There are several prominent
Blacks right below the CEO
level who may be future CEOs,
according to IBTimes, including
Google's David Drummond,
EVP and general counsel;
IBM's Rod Adkins, Senior VP
for Systems and Technology,
and General Electric's Lloyd
Tro t t er, pr es ident of GE
Industrial Systems, but overall
the number is small.
“The important thing is not

COLLEGE

continued from front page
The president admitted that
he wasn’t always the best student
and that he wasn’t too enamored
by his ethics class.
Kendra Hazel, a senior at
Banneker, can relate. “I kind of
feel the same way about my math
class,” Hazel said.
Hazel is taking the SAT in
November and plans to graduate
high school next spring. She
h o p e s t o a t t e n d Te m p l e
University, Pennsylvania State
U n i v e r s ity or S t. John’s
University and go on to medical
school to become a pediatrician.

REPORT

continued from front page
t h e C ongr es s ion a l B lac k
Ca u c u s and Civil R ights
leaders.
But, mostly it is viewed as
the ultimate Nielsen-confirmed
evidence that black corporations
have downplayed the value of

to be the CEO of Xerox,”
eAccess founder John W.
Templeton told IBTimes. “The
important thing is to be the one
who creates the next imaging
device.”
Templeton said that the
Black community must groom
young engineers and scientists
in order to expand diversity in
the technology sector, but
admitted a lack of contracts,
financing and access to venture
capital has been a challenge to
turn dreams into reality.
The number of African
Americans who hold jobs in
Silicon Valley, the southern part
of the San Francisco Bay region
that holds the world’s largest
technology companies, has
tremendously declined. In
2008, only 1.8 African
Americans were hired at the 15
largest companies including
eBay, Cisco Systems and
Hewlett-Packard.
Te m p l e t o n s a i d “ o f f -

shoring” in Latin America and
Asia has contributed to the
decline of diversity.
The National Society of
Black Engineers (NSBE) has a
current membership of 35,800,
most are college students who
are studying engineering and
mathematics.
“The best way to interest
young African Americans in
technology is by setting a
personal example,” said NSBE
Chairman Calvin Phelps.
At Cornell University, only
six percent of the engineering
faculty is minorities and only
three percent are African
A m e r i c a n s , t h e I B Ti m e s
reports.
A report by Georgetown
U n i v e r s i t y ’s C e n t e r o n
Education and the Workface
found that overall, engineering
m aj o rs o f al l d i s ci p l i n es
reported the highest median
earnings at $75,000.

The 17-year-old already feels
the pressure of working while in
school. She works part time at the
National Capital Coalition to
Prevent Underage Drinking after
school and on the weekends. She
enjoys her job and says it is more
for the experience than the
money. However, she admits it’s
hard to stay focused sometimes.
“But you gotta do what you gotta
do,” Hazel said.
Obama highlighted other
students who, like Hazel, are
trying to make a difference in the
world. He gave examples of
students who are raising money
for charity and even researching

how to kill cancer cells.
“Nothing inspires me more
than knowing young people are
already making their marks,”
Obama said. “You don’t have to
wait to make a difference.”
Obama closed his back-toschool speech pushing students to
reach their potential and increase
their skill sets while in school to
help the country and its struggling
economy.
“With all of the challenges
that our country faces today, we
don’t just need you for the
future,” Obama said. “We
actually need you now.”

the Black dollar, which can now
be used as leverage.
“What it will do is substantiate in the minds of black
people the power that we have
based on the money that we’re
spending and specifically allow
us to direct our recognition to
certain companies that we’re
spending our money with,” said

Bakewell. “And when those
companies recognize the kind of
buying power that we have, it
then gives us more influence
with those companies. And of
course the reverse of that is that
to the extent that they’re not
supporting our communities,
then why should we be supporting them?”

B-CU And FAMU
Compete To Save Lives
Inaugural Blood Drive Challenge Unites Rivals for Cause
ORLANDO – For 32
years, Florida A&M
University
(FAMU)
and
Bethune-Cookman University
(B-CU) have battled it out on
the football field during the
highly-anticipated Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Florida
Classic. Now for the first time,
the two rivals are taking their
competitive spirit off the field
and competing to save lives.
Rivals FAMU and B-CU
are teaming up with Florida’s
Blood Centers and
Southeastern Community
Blood Centers for the
inaugural Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Florida Classic
Blood Drive Challenge. The
schools are holding various
blood drives throughout the
state to see which university
can collect the most units of
blood between now and
November 15.
“When you are looking at

the people who are donating
blood, African Americans are
under-represented,”
said
FAMU President James H.
Ammons. “Having the two
universities participate in this
challenge should have the end
result of not only increasing
awareness -- but for students,
faculty and alumni to serve as
role models and to help
increase the number of people
who donate.”
The winner of the
challenge will be announced
the weekend of the Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Florida
Classic.
“We believe we have a
responsibility to give back,”
said B-CU President Trudie
Kibbe Reed. “Especially for
citizens who may be in need of
blood transfusions. We want
our students and alumnus to go
out and be great citizens and
what a better way than to give

blood.”
Florida's Blood Centers
and Southeastern Community
Blood Centers will be holding
various blood drives where
students, alumni, friends,
family and fans of both
schools can donate on behalf
of the university of their
choice. Donors can also vote
for their favorite team at
various branch locations.
For more information on
blood drives in Central
Florida, visit www.floridasbloodcenters.org and for information on blood drives in
North Florida, visit
www.southeasterncommunitybloodcenters.org.
The 2011 Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Florida Classic
football game will take place at
Orlando’s Florida Citrus Bowl
Stadium on Nov. 19. For
Ticket
information
visit
www.floridaclassic.org.

Chicago Bulls Star
Remembers His Roots
BY WENDELL HUTSON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
CRUSADER
CHICAGO - Residents
living in the West Englewood
community are thankful for a
refurbished
park
made
possible by its most famous
native son - NBA star Derrick
Rose.
“I have watched this kid go
from throwing snowballs at
cars to playing in the NBA and
I could not be more proud,”
said Julian Fisher, 39, who has
lived in Englewood his entire
life. “Derrick is not some kid
who made it out the ghetto and
now looks down on those of us
still living here. He is from the
hood and even though he does
not live here anymore, he
carries the hood within him.”
Rose was on hand for the
official unveiling of the refurbished Murray Park, 1743 W.
73rd St., where he played as a
kid while attending Randolph
Elementary School and as a
teenager at Neal F. Simeon
Career Academy High School.
The new and improved park
was made possible in part with
a $20,000 donation from Rose.
“I remember playing ball here
until 11 p.m. when my mom
would call me inside. I lived
two blocks away from here so
for me this park holds a lot of
memories,” Rose told a group
of elementary school students.
“And if you ever make it out,
please remember where you
came from and give back.”
Three role models helped
inspire him to be the very best.

“My mother is my overall role
model because she raised me
and instilled the values I now
have as a man. As far as sports
heroes, Michael Jordan holds
that crown. He was a great
player and his legacy is truly
inspirational,” explained Rose.
“And last, (actor) Will Smith.
Here’s a guy who went from a
nobody to somebody and has
done it with style. His journey
to the top has also inspired
me.” Nina Shields, 20,
attended school with Rose at
Randolph Elementary and use
to have a crush on him.
“He had that thug look
about himself when we were
shorties,” she recalled. “And
even now, with all the fame
and money he has, he still has
that thug look and that’s a good
thing because it shows he has
not changed.”
More than 100 Englewood
residents and police officers
swelled the crowd to a size
Rose said he is not used to
seeing in the old neighborhood. “If it were up to me I
would have no security
because I am home and
Englewood has shown me
nothing but love from day
one,” confessed the NBA’s
2011 Most Valuable Player. “I
mean people take so much for
granted like being able to walk
down the street or go to the
shopping mall. I miss those
days but I know it comes with
the territory.”
Seventeenth
Ward
Alderman
Latasha
Thomas and Rose go back to
his high school days. “When
he was in high school I was his
alderman and I am still here,”

Thomas told the Crusader.
“His presence here today
speaks volumes to the youth
who aspire to become successful one day. He does not forget
his ward even though he no
longer lives in the neighborhood.”
Thomas added that Rose’s
mother, who also moved out of
the community, still volunteers
at a food pantry in Englewood.
“He comes from a good
family, a family that believes
in giving and helping others. I
am not surprised by his generosity because I know what a
fine, young man he is and has
become.” State Rep. Mary
Flowers (D-31st District) who
also attended the unveiling,
shared fond memories about
Rose with the Crusader.
Englewood is part of Flowers’
legislative district where she
has served since 1984 and is
the longest serving Black state
Representative in the Illinois
General Assembly.
“I remember when he was
a little boy running around this
park with a basketball in his
hand and always trying to beat
out everyone else,” she said.
“Rose is a competitor on and
off the court. He always has
been that way but when you
are a product of a close
c o m m u n i t y, t h a t ’s n o t
unusual.” The NBA season
this year is uncertain with the
current lockout between the
owners and players still
ongoing. Rose said if the
lockout forces the cancellation
of the season he is considering
playing overseas until the
lockout end.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 18th Avenue South (327-9711)

SERVICES

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Tuesday

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Bible Conference - October 9-12, 2011

Rev. Richard
Jackson and
Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held
Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a
Christ-centered, Peoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and growth.
We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these princi-

ples results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will Done
on Earth as in Heaven in
2011” Matthew 6:10
The church email address is
bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Organization: Prayer Tower
Tutorial Program of Excellence,
1137 37th Street South, St
Petersburg, FL 33711.

Tutoring, M o n d ay an d
Wednesday from 5:30 -7 p.m.
we ekly. C o n t act Darl i n a
Herring by email: darlinaher-

ri n g @v eri zo n . n et o r cal l
727-418-5908.
The focus is math and the
cost is FREE.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“ Im pact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
In celebration of our 83rd
Anniversary, we extend an invitation to our 10 a.m. Sunday,
Oct. 23 worship service when
Rev. Joseph Gordon brings forth
God’s Word.
Also, in conjunction with
our anniversary, our Music and
Arts Ministry will host a
weekend of “Celebrating the
Arts” which includes:
7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21: Lift
Every Voice and Sing (adult
choirs, praise teams and

ensembles)
6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22:
Pure Expressions (children and
youth choirs, mime and dance
ministries)
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 23:
Kingdom Men (men choirs,
quartets and ensembles)
Churches desiring to be part
of any of these events should
call: Min. Kevin Parrott at 727894-4311, ext. 275. Registration
Deadline: Friday, Oct. 14.
Our Sanctuary Choir sings at
“The Sunrise Run,” 8 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 8, at Straub Park
(Beach Drive and 5th Ave.
N.E.). This is a Christ-centered

event with a 5k, 1-mile walk,
and includes fun activities for
children.
Oktoberfest: We’ll again
offer a Christian alternative to
traditional Halloween festivities
6-9 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31.
Bring your kids to the
Wildwood Recreation Center,
1000 28th St. S., St. Petersburg.
We’ll provide a wholesome
atmosphere
with
snacks,
beverages, games, prizes and
fun!
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist
Church and School
RADIO MINISTRY
Tune in to our Sunday
morning Radio Broadcast,
every Sunday from 10-10:30
a.m. on Praise 1590 AM
WRXB. Join Pastor Jim R.
Davis for a spirit-filled time of
refreshing.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m.,
we distribute free food items to
the community. All are
welcomed, while supplies last.

No income verification is need,
and no one is turned away while
there is food.
HOT LUNCH
Every Saturday afternoon
(between 1 and 2:30), a Free
Hot Lunch is served at the
Church facility. There are no
restrictions as to who may
come; the food is free to all who
have needs.
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION – BY APPOINTMENT
Some clothing is available to

members of the community who
are in need of supplies. If you
are interested, call the church at
727-327-2374 and leave your
contact information, or you may
simply visit the church
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. We
also take donations of food,
clothing, and financial contributions.
Thank you for assisting
needy families in our Tampa
Bay community.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation,
extends
to
the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for the Month of
October 2011
Oct. 4-8 - The South Florida
Progressive
Baptist
Association 95th Annual
Session.
Hosted in St. Petersburg,

FL by the St. John M. B. Church
located at 3200 5th Ave. S.
Oct. 9 - St. Mark 80th
Anniversary Kick Off
Oct. 12-14 - Anniversary
Week Night Services
Oct. 12 - Rev. Troy Adams,
New Jerusalem M. B. Church
Oct. 13 - Rev. John Evans,
Friendship M. B. Church
Oct. 14 - Rev. Jimmy L.
Downing New Jerusalem,
Lakeland, FL
Oct. 16 - Anniversary
Finale at 4 p.m.
Rev. Wayne G. Thompson,
First Baptist Institutional
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What

Baptist Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
M A R K
Y O U R
CALENDARS! Door Keepers
of the Church – Let’s Keep
A b r e a s t o f O u r
Responsibilities - Register now
- All Adult Church Ushers are
invited to attend The Usher
Workshop on Saturday, Oct. 8,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at FMBC
– Minister S.P. Saulsby,
Facilitator. For further information, please call the Church
Office – 727-906-8300.
We at FMBC cordially
invite you to join us for our
Annual Bible Conference
which will commence on
Sunday, Oct. 9-12. On Sunday,
Oct. 9, at 10:45, Pastor
Thurmond Bowens, Speaker –
Tr i n i t y B a p t i s t C h u r c h ,
Columbia, South Carolina.
The facilitator for the Annual
Bible Conference will be
Pastor Thurmond Bowens –
Oct. 10-12, nightly at 7. Please
contact Minister S.P. Saulsby
for further information: 727906-8300
FMBC Music Ministry will

be hosting The Role of The
C h o i r i n Wo r s h i p :
“Rediscovering the music
message and messenger with
purpose”, Choir workshop and
orientation – Thursday, Oct.
12, from 7 – 9:15 p.m. and
Saturday, Oct. 15, from 9 a.m.
– 2 p.m. Please contact Jeremy
Jackson, Interim Minister of
Music: 727-906-8300.
The
2011
Pastor’s
Anniversary Committee will
be sponsoring Pancakes with
Princess Prayer Breakfast on
Saturday, Oct. 22, at beginning
at 8 a.m. Please contact Sister
G. Peelar for further information: 727-864-4438.
How would you like to be a
part of an enthusiastic ministry
that loves making joyful noises
unto the Lord? The Employee
Relations Ministry of FMBC,
Inc. is now accepting applications for the Assistant Minister
of Music/Organist. Interested?
You might be the person we are
on the lookout for. But that’s
not all. You need to posses the
ability to read music, musically
trained or hold a degree in
music (preferred). Please

contact FBMC Office if interested: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7 p.m.
First Lady Teresa Evans,
director of Youth Ministry.
God Bless You – The Ship!
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712. Our telephone
number: 727-906-8300. Don’t
forget to visit our website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!
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Call Dianne Speights,
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621
www.marykay.com/speights

